
stroyed and taken captive 
the ten northern tribes of 
Israel and had begun the 
siege of Jerusalem itself.  
Things seemed hopeless, 
but Hezekiah prayed to the 
Lord, and we read: 

 

"And that night the angel of 
the Lord went out and 
struck down 185,000 in the 
camp of the Assyrians. And 
when people arose early in 
the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies.  Then 

Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed and went home 
and lived at Nineveh." 

2 Kings 19:35-36 

 

All these things are record-
ed for our benefit. 

 

For whatever was written in 
former days was written for 
our instruction, that 
through endurance and 
through the encourage-
ment of the Scriptures we 

might have hope. 

Romans 15:4 

 

We are promised that re-
gardless of what may hap-
pen in this life, if we are 
faithful unto death, we will 
live eternally (Revelation 
2:10b), totally and eternally 
victorious over Satan, his 
counsels, his armies and 
death itself.  ~ 

 

Roger Lindsey  
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In the first ever mention of 
the church, the Lord says 
to Peter that He would 
build it and the “gates of 
hell shall not prevail 
against it” (Matt. 16.18). 

 

These are some of the 
most picturesque words in 
all of scripture, but they 
are also loaded with mean-
ing and comfort. 

 

Gates throughout ancient 

history have been associat-
ed with the power of the 
city they protected. They 
were the means of en-
trance and exit, a place of 
counsel, and where armies 
exited to conduct war and 
entered afterward either in 
victory or defeat.  The big-
ger the gates, the more 
prestige and power the 
king behind them suppos-
edly possessed. And as we 
consider the seemingly in-
numerable members of Sa-

tan’s followers, both spir-
itual and earthly, we are 
tempted to fear and forget 
this promise of our Lord 
(Matt 7.13-14). 

 

There are two things that  
“hell” may refer to here; 
first, death, and second, 
Satan’s domain.  These two 
are about the same thing. 
We read in Hebrews 2.14 
that Jesus took on flesh 
and blood in order to 
“destroy the one who has 
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the power of death, that is, 
the devil.”  It is by the dev-
il’s deceiving Eve that sin 
came into the world, and 
death by sin (Rom. 5.12). 

 

We are promised that 
these two enemies of the 
saints, Satan and Death, 
will not overcome the 
church. 

 

Satan’s symbol of power is 
in every grave stone and 
marker.  Jesus destroyed 
that power by His works, 
and in particular, the resur-
rection.  By what Jesus ac-
complished in his sinless 
life, perfect sacrifice, 
death, burial, resurrection 
and ascension to the right 
hand of God, we see his 
victory demonstrated. So, 
we too, who are members 
of the body of Christ, the 
church, have this victory 
over Death (1 John 3.8). 

 

As a kingdom also, the 
church is promised victory 

over all other kingdoms, 
and since Satan had power 
over all kingdoms (Luke 4.5
-8), the church would ulti-
mately break that power as 
well.  Daniel’s prophecy 
says “the God of heaven 
will set up a kingdom that 
shall never be destroyed, 
nor shall the kingdom be 
left to another people. It 
shall break in pieces all 
these kingdoms and bring 
them to an end, and it shall 
stand forever” (Daniel 
2:44). 

 

But to consider the state-
ment further from the 
standpoint of the gates of 
hell representing Satan and 
those who follow him, let's 
look at it this way: 

 

First, though Satan certain-
ly has the biggest gates 
and the broadest, easiest 
way, that way leads to de-
struction.  It will eventually 
come to nothing, worse 
than nothing, because of 

his and their final destina-
tion in the fires of Hell. 

 

"and the devil who had de-
ceived them was thrown 
into the lake of fire and sul-
fur where the beast and 
the false prophet were, 
and they will be tormented 
day and night forever and 
ever." 

Revelation 20:10 

 

And those who fall to his 
deceptions will also end up 
there: 

 

"And if anyone's name was 
not found written in the 
book of life, he was thrown 
into the lake of fire." 

Revelation 20:15 

 

Even Death and Hades will 
end up there: 

 

"Then Death and Hades 
were thrown into the lake 
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of fire. This is the second 
death, the lake of fire." 

Revelation 20:14 

 

So it may look like he's win-
ning now, but that won't 
be the case in the end. 

 

Second, the counsels of 
Satan and his followers will 
not ultimately overcome 
the Lord's church.  It can 
seem almost certain that 
the attacks against belief in 
God and godliness are co-
ordinated by some over-
powering operative and 
that there is no hope.  The 
theory of evolution may 
seem to have won the 
world to Satan; our chil-
dren seem hopelessly in-
fected with the worldliness 
that threatens to drown 
the world in sin; there may 
seem to be no more inter-
est in the Lord and his 
church.  But ultimately, the 
church wins! 

 

The Lord comforts us for-
ever with these words, "I 
have said these things to 
you, that in me you may 
have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation. 
But take heart; I have over-
come the world.” 

John 16:33 

 

And last, though the entire 
world and all its institutions 
be enlisted in Satan's ser-
vice and it seems that we 
are helpless against such 
an overwhelming army, we 
have been promised victo-
ry.  Remember the days of 
Israel's conquest of Ca-
naan, and the giants, the 
sons of Anak, who were in 

the land.  The Israelite 
spies sent to spy out the 
land said of them: 

 

"And there we saw the Ne-
philim (the sons of Anak, 
who come from the Ne-
philim), and we seemed to 
ourselves like grasshop-
pers, and so we seemed to 
them." 

Numbers 13:33 

 

And yet without siege 
weapons, without chariots 
of any sort, without even 
horses, the people of God 
overcame them all and the 
inhabitants of the land of 
Canaan were completely 
given into the hands of Is-
rael, including the giants.  
The Lord fought with and 
for them so that no enemy 
could stand before them.  
And more examples are 
available to us, not the 
least of which was a time 
during the reign of Hezeki-
ah, king of Judah, when  
Assyria had already de-

“on this rock I will 

build my church, 

and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail 

against it.” 

Matthew 16:18 


